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countrymen "the Law-giver" (Qdn&nf) and by Europeans
e i j e u        " tf16 Magnificent."    The Persian poet Aminf

Sultan oalim                            ^

dies in 926/1520   composed a poem on his accession, of which
n"6 e   each half- verse (misrd'} yields the date 926. The

following verse is cited as a specimen by the
Ahsanu't-Tawdrtkh :

" Fortune hath given the Kingdom of Desire to the Ka'us of the Age,
the Second Solomon."

Three years later (in 929/1523), when Sultan Sulayman
conquered Rhodes, another Persian ?oet, Niydzf, com-
memorated this victory in an equally ingenious qasida
beginning :

where the first half-verse gives the date of Sulaymdn's
accession (926/1 520), and the second the date of the conquest
of Rhodes1.

Shdh Isma'il died on Monday, Rajab 19, A.H. 930 (May
23, 1524) at the age of 38 after a reign of 24 years, and was
~ , ,r,^ buried with his fathers at ArdabfL He left four
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isma'fl in sons, Tahmdsp, born on Dhu'l-Hijja 26, A.H. 919
930/1524.                                 ^ w]lo succeecjed him; Alq^s, born

in 922/ 1516, and Sim and Bahrdm, both born in the following
year; besides five daughters2. In his reign the sword was
more active than the pen. He not only eliminated all of
his numerous rivals in Persia, but greatly enlarged her
frontiers. "His kingdom/' says the

1  Ahsanu't-Tawdrikh (Mr Ellis's MS., f. 128).   The first misrd* gives
the correct date (926), but the second, as written in the MS. (with^^),
gives 940.   I have emended this to^e^, which gives 930, though this
is still one too much.

2  Khdnish  Khdnum,  ParC-Khdn KMnum, Mihfnbanu Sul^num,
Firangis Khdnum and Zaynab Khlnum*

3  F. 131.
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